Minutes of Town of Conway Open Space (OSC) Committee Meeting
Tuesday, July 22, 2025	6 PM Town Office

Committee Members in Attendance: Janet Chayes, Mac McCoy, Aimee Anderson, Brian Allen
· Also in attendance to observe was John Cordes, a resident of Conway.
· Meeting called to order and began at 6:05pm
 
Agenda 
1.  Approve Minutes of June 17. So moved.

2.  Bigelow Meadow Tree/Shrub Planting
A list of trees and shrubs was put together by Janet and Owen and circulated by neighbors who were invited to this meeting. Owen had noted appropriate local sources and that the committee could probably get a better discount than his business. 

John spoke about a concept called “pro-forestation”, promoted by a Nobel Laureate teaching at Williams College. He is very pro to add Eastern Redbud to the Bigelow Meadow plant list.

As an aside, it was noted that Beech Bark Disease and Beech Leaf Disease (caused by a nematode) are both affecting all the beech trees in the area, and no solution is known.

Janet shared that Ruah Donnelly, a noted gardener in town, has offered to contribute to the purchase of plants, and also suggested seeding wild flowers in some spots of the meadow, and would loan the committee both her rototiller and gardener to assist.

The next step is to ask Owen to update the plan with the selection of trees and shrubs for final review, and then prepare for purchasing and planting in September.

3.  SR Meadow Maintenance & Operation Plan to Submit Conservation Commission (CC)
The CC requires submission of a plan every 3 years due to its proximity to the river. The CC will inform the OSC when the public hearing will be scheduled. The OSC will need to pay for a public notice in the Greenfield Recorder that the CC will place.

4.  Open Space Preservation
The committee is responsible for identifying properties that would be eligible for purchase to secure for open space preservation. The committee can recommend to the town to purchase appropriate properties. The town could potentially use the Preservation Fund to assist in this process. This was discussed to refresh committee members to keep their eye out for any possible properties for preservation.

5.  Updates/Ongoing
     a)  Habitat Restoration at Triangle Graves Rd. & Rte. 116
Mowing is happening. Committee members are invited to go and do a casual inventory. 
It was noted that it may be an appropriate area for various signs.
Members plan to visit to the property in the fall to observe when plants die back.
     b)  Kestrel Project: Janet has 5 babies but among the other 8 mounted boxes not much has happened. 
An inventory of activity for the 8 boxes mounted in recent years
     c)  Festival of the Hills Table   
Members agreed to attend. We will review and update the table materials at next meeting.
	     
6.  New Business (not anticipated in advance)
John Cordes was nominated to join the Committee, and he agreed. Details on joining was relayed.
Field Library has a new garden alongside the building and looking for garden sculpture. Ideas anyone?.

Next meeting, Sept 2 at 6pm			Meeting adjoined at 7:10pm
