Minutes of Town of Conway Open Space (OSC) Committee Meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 7, 2025 at 6 PM at Town Hall

Committee Members in Attendance: Janet Chayes, Mac McCoy, Aimee Anderson, Brian Allen, Julia Washburn
· Meeting called to order and began at 6:10pm

1.  Approve Minutes of Sept. 2nd 
  
2.  Festival of the Hills - brief recap 
  
3.  Conservation Commission Tuesday, Oct. 14, 6pm in Town Hall: Herbicide Use in S River.
  	OSC has been asked to attend the CC meeting to explain why herbicides are needed to be used in the South River. OSC invited Matt McKenna from Baystate Forestry to talk about the chemical and half life in water, and Jack Lockhead, local landowner to present his experience in getting grants from the state for planting natives. Other points that OSC will make to continue use include: 
· Grant was from Mass Woodlands, funded by the Forest Service, partly based on the ability to plant trees. Planting trees along the river banks is key to the flood control agenda for the S.River.
· Maintaining the space for recreational benefit for townspeople as well as for wildlife, including pollinators. Previously the knotweed completely blocked access to the river by people or wildlife.
· Knotweed does not hold the riverbank well during mild or heavy flooding, and allows erosion, more silt being carried downstream, and diminishes the ability of the S. River to mediate flood waters.
· Large conservation organizations like Native Plant Trust, Nature Conservancy and Trustees of the Reservation also use herbicides to undertake ecological restorations and maintenance. Their use is also echoed by noted conservation authors including Ethan Tapper and Douglas Tallamy.
· In general, what is the lesser of 2 evils: use of the herbicide to maintain the above noted, or letting the invasive take over and compromise substantial years of investments and work.

4.  Bigelow Meadow Tree Planting, Saturday, Oct. 18, 9-2pm
     a) Mac to ask Owen for an updated map based on this first stage of planting, and to mark the actual 
locations for the plantings if his time allows.
     b) Mac to email neighbors to update them about the general mowing plan and the 10/18 event.
     c) Water sources & hoses: Mac to bring hoses 
and will ask John Cordes to ask a neighbor if they can provide a hook up to water.
     d) Plant Pickup: Brian will pick up Friday from Nasami and Sugarloaf, and call for help if needed.
     e) Fencing, Trunk Protectors & Stakes: Janet to bring. Aimee to bring heavy wire cutters.
     f) Each member to bring a shovel, trowel and gloves.
     g) Each member to bring a friend to help
     h) People will be asked to also help with removal of invasives.
     i) Julia will provide pastries and coffee. Others are encouraged to bring lunch for themselves.
      
5.  South River Meadow 
	OSC has a concern about town highway creating new culverts directing runoff from Baptist Hill and Pine Hill area directly into the South River. Aimee will ask a member of the Conservation Comm. about this.
  
  Ongoing
a. South River Meadow Sign Project
Julia noted that she has a new person to help move the project along. 
  
Next meeting, Nov. 17 at 6pm			Meeting adjoined at 7:10pm
